8       THE REIGN OF ANDREW JACKSON

he had the satisfaction in 1829 of appointing Sec-
retary of War.

When the Revolution came, young Andrew was
a boy of ten. For a time the Carolina backwoods
did not greatly feel the effect of the change. But in
the spring of 1780 all of the revolutionary troops
in South Carolina were captured at Charleston, and
the lands from the sea to the mountains were left
at the mercy of Tarleton's and Rawdon's bands
of redcoats and their Tory supporters. Twice the
Waxhaw settlement was ravaged before the pa-
triots could make a stand. Young Jackson wit-
nessed two battles in 1780, without taking part in
them, and in the following year he, a brother, and
a cousin were taken prisoners in a skirmish. To
the day of his death Jackson bore on his head and
hand the marks of a saber blow administered by a
British lieutenant whose jack boots he refused to
polish. When an exchange of prisoners was made,
Mrs. Jackson secured the release of her two boys,
but not until after they had contracted smallpox
in Camden jail. The older one died, but the
younger, though reduced to a skeleton, survived.
Already the third brother had given up his life in
battle; and the crowning disaster came when the
mother, going as a volunteer to nurse the wounded